October 6th, 2002
Hi Gavin,

It should not be too difficult to fill the space this week as I have quite a number of entries in my diary, though nearly all of them are on one day! I sent an e-mail to the CU Language Centre last week, together with a copy of the details of the procedure for registering with the VA taken from the VA website. I also included the name of the website so that they can look it up, if necessary. Looking through the procedure, it seems to be quite detailed. I will keep you informed of the registration as I hear from them.


Last Tuesday was the National Day holiday – the 53rd year of modern China. The Chief Executive along with 600 specially invited guests attended a special flag-raising ceremony outside the Convention Centre at 8 a.m. As usual, there were protesters nearby, especially by the “April 5th Action Movement”. They often protest against the government and about democracy in Hong Kong and China. One of their leaders has the nickname “longhair” and he is always getting into trouble and has been in jail a couple of times. Everybody in HK knows him and he seems to have the respect of most people. About the flag-raising; this is carried out every morning at 8 am, though I have never seen it – in fact, I have never even been to the Convention Centre! In the evening, there was a fireworks display over the harbour. It went ahead despite low cloud and the threat of rain.


I started going to the gym again this past week, though did not work quite as hard and did not include a fast 12-minute treadmill run as I have been doing. So, my exercise routine is more or less back to normal again. Not many people in the pool now so on two of the three swims last week, I was the only one in the water. But the water temperature is now very comfortable for swimming. 


The new Minister/Secretary of Education – Arthur Li – is in the news again. He announced that the Chinese University and the University of Science and Technology (UST) (the one near Clearwater Bay) would merge by about 2005. This was a pet project of his when he was at CUHK. Unfortunately, the UST doesn’t seem to be so keen about the idea. Li also announced that the Education Department would be absorbed into a larger bureau. 


A charge of $100 is to be made at the Accident and Emergency departments in public hospitals from the end of the year for all cases that are not life-threatening. As it is free at present, a lot of people go to the hospital instead of going to a private doctor. Probably this is a good idea and will save about $200 million a year. There was also a report by the Ombudsman about the vehicle license plate auctions for the “lucky numbers.” Apparently, in the past few years, gangs have been involved and have been threatening people from bidding for the plates so that their bosses could get most of the good numbers at cheap prices. As the security services at the auctions did nothing to stop these practices, the Ombudsman has suggested ways to overcome this problem. 


You may, or may not, know that the Asian Games are being held at the moment in Pusan (now called Busan) in South Korea. Hong Kong is doing quite well, and has collected 2 golds (in squash and fencing) as well as some silvers and bronzes. There was also a Rugby 7s competition, which was won by South Korea. North Korea is also attending the games. Apart from the opening and closing ceremonies and soccer games involving South Korea, events are poorly attended with about 80% of seats not sold. Probably after-effects from of the recent soccer world cup.

We are hearing a lot here about the workers’ strike at the ports of the east of the United States. There are now about 200 container ships waiting to be unloaded and some industries have stopped work as they cannot get parts from overseas. If the strike goes on for much longer, it will have a serious effect on HK, as a lot of our trade is with the US.

Dengue fever is still in the news. Apparently, the mosquitoes that spread the disease are common in HK. So once a mosquito bites someone with the disease (probably imported by a person who travelled overseas), that mosquito can start biting others and spreading the disease. Last week I mentioned that 26 people have been affected. Well, that seems to be too high, though it was reported on the news.

North Korea announced a couple of weeks ago that it is to establish a special administrative zone, along the lines of the HKSAR. It will have its own chief executive and laws. They chose a flamboyant and very wealthy Chinese business to be the CE. Well, just a couple of days ago, this same guy was put under house arrest in China for tax evasion and other offences. (It’s interesting how many flamboyant people eventually run afoul of the law!) It also turns out that the Chinese government was very annoyed as North Korea, China’s neighbour, had not consulted them about establishing the SAR, and this arrest was a way of showing its annoyance. 

Saw a couple of very interesting TV documentaries this past week. One, from the BBC, was about the idea that the Shroud of Turin is a fake and that it was done by none other than Leonardo da Vinci. Too complicated to go into all the reasons here, but seems highly probable. The way he may have done it was with a giant pinhole camera (with a lens instead of the pinhole) perhaps with a light sensitive substance such as silver nitrate on the linen material. He then ‘photographed’ 3 images on the shroud – one the front of a man’s body, one the back, and the third his own head! Apparently, Leonardo liked riddles, and would doubtless be very amused if he came back today to see all the investigations going on to solve the puzzle. The other documentary was on avalanches. They included the new road tunnel/bridge in Arthur’s Pass in NZ which Leonie and I drove through last December. 

News every day about Iraq. Difficult to say how it will work out. Probably there will be an attack sometime, though it seems that weapons inspectors will go there first. Also, they are still trying to work out United Nations resolutions. Many interesting articles in NEWSWEEK about Iraq and the messes that exist in most of the other Arab countries.


Got a postcard from you the other day sent from Macedonia. Thanks. I send a letter every week, so you can check the dates to see if they all come. There will be a gap of 2 weeks because of the holiday (i.e. not on September 15th and 22nd). I will also send you separate letters about the holiday. The first one will be sent with this letter. Actually started writing it last week but I had not taken the photos to CU to get them scanned so decided to wait until this was done. 

Thinking of you. Cheers ----- Dad
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